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   Forrest Primary School

9 Hobart Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603

Phone 02 62055644 Fax 02 62055615

Website: www.forrestps.act.edu.au

E-mail:info@forrestps.act.edu.au

Forrest Primary P&C Meeting
Term 2 Week 5 2016
Leadership Team Report

Library

As the parameters of the refurb continue to be negotiated, there has been action in the library which includes:

· The major ‘weeding’ and acquisition and accessioning of new books from the Library Trust Fund for students, staff and eventually a community (parents) section.

· Work was done in the last break on relocating the heater pipes and sorting the eaves. 

· The staff and Year 6 students have had the opportunity to participate in a ‘library design’ session.

· Australian Curriculum and IB update: the specialist teachers now have a weekly meeting with Kylie, Dorsett, PYP coordinator, to contribute to team planning and meet twice a term with class teachers formally to collaborate on units of inquiry and informally as we see classes each week.

· The appointment of a casual experienced library assistant to help on most Thursdays (from Week 8 Term 1) to help with the organisational side of the library which will be a great help.

· This Friday 27 May, the executive have given me approval to attend a professional learning opportunity titled: Rethinking the Collection: Principles and Practice for 21C School Libraries |…Participants will explore trends currently impacting on the evolution of the 21C school libraries such as genrefication, Dewey, using Australian Curriculum codes, QR codes, app-enabled portals for digital information provision, and drawing upon bookstore and retail models to re-arrange physical collections and spaces.

Hopefully information from this workshop and engagement with other libraries ‘reshaping’ their spaces will also contribute to the discussion to ensure FPS library is the ‘hub’ of the school.

The board has asked Sam Bird and I to do a 15 minute presentation update to the board in Term 2 Week 8 and a 30 minute presentation  the P&C in Week 5 next term. 

Coordinator: Louise McMullen
 Art Supplies 
$2,5000 spent on K-Yr 6 
Many art supplies

Coordinator: Jemma

Lost Property
Lost property has been an issue for many years at Forrest. The lost property cupboard is constantly full of clothing and lost items. Each week there are hundreds of dollars’ worth of clothes thrown into the cupboard or tossed out on the floor. Last year we were lucky enough to have parent volunteers to sort and distribute clothing. We have decided to trial a new lost property system. Instead of using the cupboard to store items, there will be four labelled hampers/clothing bins outside the canteen. Items found on the playground, at Afters or in the building can be placed in the provided hampers. Each week, Amy (Forrest’s administration assistant) will sort and distribute any clothing that is named. We would like a parent volunteer to assist Amy in this process on a regular basis. It should only take approx. 30 minutes each week.

Coordinator: Hayley
Restorative Practices and Working with some Boys with Challenges
Both the formal stages of the student management policy and restorative practices are used in management of student behaviour. Kylie to report. 
Gifted and Talented Procedures at Forrest Primary School

Aims: 

· To build the community’s capacity, understanding and awareness of the learning experience of Gifted and Talented (G&T) learners in the classroom

· To provide opportunities for students to participate in outside programmes when they arise.
What has been achieved: 

2015- Professional Learning for teachers based on the Department of Education’s policy which involved identification of G&T students, procedures and catering for G&T students in the PYP classroom (differentiation)- facilitated by Belinda. Ideas and Practices which relate to differentiating the curriculum in order to extend and support students in the PYP classroom- facilitated by Nadia McCallum. 

· Forrest Primary School Gifted and Talented Procedures document was created to ensure that there was a process for identifying and catering for G&T students, taking into consideration the schools responsibility to adhere to PYP Standards and Practices (in particular Standard C3, point 10 which states ‘Teaching and learning differentiates instruction to meet students’ learning needs and styles.’)
· Materials have been purchased (ACER General Ability Test  (AGAT) and students in years 4, 5 and 6 will participate. The test can pinpoint areas of strength and reasoning ability. The results of the testing will assist teachers in gathering data to best cater for students whom they identify as being Gifted and Talented. As this is a new procedure, the school has decided to only test this sample of year levels as a beginning and will consider if the testing is appropriate in other year levels at a later date.
As the G&T Liaison Officer, I am available for parents to contact me with questions and of course to assist in the identification process, in collaboration with classroom teachers. 
Belinda Gough: Gifted and Talented Liaison Officer.
ICT Information and Student Presentation Night T2 Week 8 14th June 2016 5:30 – 7:00pm

As requested by the P&C the school has undertaken to present the following interactive community evening sessions in Week 8 of each term. 

· Students from years 4, 5 and 6 will be invited

· Google Platform presentation – docs, slides, sheets, apps etc

· Google Classroom presentation

· Mathletics to be  showcased

· Reading eggs to be showcased

· Multiple classrooms will be opened with students in years 4,5 and 6 showcasing their ICT skills

Valuing Science: Term 2 Week 5 Tuesday 24 May

This mid-morning session was the second part of our ‘Valuing Series”. Term 1: Valuing Harmony (Harmony Day), Term 2: Valuing Science (Science Week), Term 3: Valuing Literature (Book Week), Term 4: Valuing Diversity (Olympic Games)

· Year 6 students prepared and presented a science lesson on various science topics to small groups of approximately 20 students ranging from kinder to year 5.

· Year 5 students were assigned a leadership role to family groups whereas the Year 6 students facilitated the  experiments.

· Teachers acted as mentors for the year 6 students. This was great preparation for exhibition.

· Feedback from teachers: year 5 and 6 students demonstrated excellent leadership skills and potential and young students were actively engaged in the lessons.

Disco
The school has undertaken to run two discos in 2016.
· The first Disco will be held on Thursday 30 June (week 10) 5:30-7:30. All student are invited to attend with a special section set up for students in kinder and year 1.

· A part of the cost will include a sausage sizzle which will be run by the school.

· Funds will go towards school  curriculum resources. 
School Leadership Team 25.5.16
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