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ASBESTOS
The Education Directorate manages handling of Hazardous Materials in partnership with schools.

An Asbestos Survey and Management Plan (ASMP) is drafted and maintained for each school. A hard copy of this document is held on site at each respective school. All tradespeople and external contractors need to be inducted to the site by the responsible person at the school. The ASMP document should be reviewed each time anyone plans to undertake maintenance or invasive upgrade work on-site. The document should include any Material Assessment Reports, Air Monitoring Results and Clearance Certificates

Where suspected Asbestos or Hazardous Materials are discovered and/or disturbed, which have not previously been identified by the ASMP, the area should be immediately isolated, the hazard must be advised to the Repairs and Maintenance Team at the Education Support Office,  where a project officer will engage a Certified Asbestos Consultant to carry out testing. The area should remain isolated until results are received. The Certified Asbestos Consultant will provide relevant remediation advice through recommendations within a report outlining the outcome of testing. All removal of Asbestos will be carried out by a Certified Asbestos Removalist.

All removal works will be project managed through the Infrastructure and Capital Works Team at the Education Support Office in conjunction with ACT Property Group, communicating closely with the school contacts via the Business Manager at the school.

Further information can be found at the below link on the Education Intranet
https://actedu.sharepoint.com/:u:/r/sites/Intranet-Education/SitePages/Dangerous-substances.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=xOaz2h
Clair Gumley  |  Project Officer
Phone: 02 6207 5816 | Email: clair.gumley@act.gov.au
Infrastructure and Capital Works | Education Directorate | ACT Government
Level 1, 220 Northbourne Avenue, Braddon ACT 2609 | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 

SUMMARY OF THE COVID PLAN IN THE EVENT OF ANOTHER OUTBREAK IN THE ACT
The directorate has prepared a plan for any future COVID -19 wave. Basically, in the event of any hotspots or total ACT outbreak schools will ‘close’. There will be no ‘safe and secure sites’ but rather all schools will be open with an expected 20% attendance of those who need to attend school.
· Families will need to register
· Teachers are expected to work on site (except for those in vulnerable categories)
· The AEU has stepped in to support teachers and schools to achieve and equitable solution that supports wellbeing while supporting learning at the same time. 

Car Parking
Model of future car park will not work as well as it could in rainy weather as it needs a covered walkway for people to walk from beyond the demountables along a path to the main building. 

Indigenous Book: Caring for our Country
Jeremy Haddrill has used some of his money from the Indigenous Grant to make a book in partnership with Afters to produce the book with the above title. All children in the school have contributed to artwork, poems and narratives. FOOSHC will receive a copy when the book has been published. 

[bookmark: _Hlk43130847]FORREST TO BE EXAMINED BY THREE REVIEW PROCESSES IN 2020
School Review
In the ACT, the School Improvement Cycle spans a five-year period ending with a School Review process.  
The review is a 3-day process involving one external consultant from ACER and two ACT school leaders. 
The findings from School Review are a key informant  in  the development of  a school’s Strategic Plan and an Action Plan that comes out of the Strategic Plan for each of the five years. The National School Improvement Tool (NSIT) is the key instrument to measure, assess and evaluate progress across nine vital realms of school performance. 
 Review culminates in the school being presented with both a set of recommendations and a set of commendations.
DATE: 19-23 October 2020 
School Improvement Officer: Candice Kingston 

International Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme (IB PYP) Evaluation
In August 2016 Forrest Primary School was authorised by the IB and became an IB World School. 
Out of that process, we were given a set of commendations and recommendations. Now, in 2020, we are being evaluated on our success in putting the recommendations into place. 
This examination of our school will take place on line with a group of external IB evaluators who will want to examine the progress of the school against the Standards and Practices, the recommendations of the authorisation process and the Action Plan.

In 2020 the Enhanced (New) PYP is formally in operation but we are being assessed on the ‘old’ PYP.

Date: 28-30 October 2020
PYP Coordinators: Jemma O’Brien and Kylie Dorsett

Deakin Preschool Assessment and Rating Process
Education and care services are assessed and rated by their state and territory regulatory authority – ACT is CECA (Children’s Education and Care Assurance) in the Education Directorate
The National Quality Framework was introduced in 2012 to improve education and care across long day care, family day care, preschool/kindergarten, and outside school hours care services.  
The NQF includes:
· National Law and National Regulations – compliance checks
· National Quality Standard – 7 Quality Areas
· assessment and quality rating process
· national learning frameworks – Early Years Learning Framework
Process
· Quality Improvement Plan – reviewed and updated by team. This is a self-assessment process identifying areas of strength and areas to improve.
· 2-3-day visit
· Interviews with the leadership team
· Observation of practice
· Interviews with educators 
· A report is provided to the team and the service receives a rating
Date: 14 or 21 September (Week 9 or 10) tbc
Supervisor:  Hayley Munsie

As school principal I want to say how proud I am of  Candice, Jemma, Kylie and Hayley for their expert leadership of these vital and significant parts of our school and of the processes of assessment.

Chris Pilgrim
25.8.20
Board Report from 12 August

· The board was informed of processes and expectations around School Review, IB Evaluation and  Assessment and Rating of the preschool. 
· The parent board members organised tours to familiarise themselves with the school and the IB.
· The board is comfortable with where the finances are at the moment and it is outside the scope of the P&C to worry about. Thankyou for the $10,000 which was used to mitigate costs of Water and Sewerage after the leaked pipe episode.

Chris Pilgrim and Simone Alabaster
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