


Answers to the P&C Questions

Year 6
· Year 6 celebration – Parents asked how the school was celebrating Year 6 this year. Usually there is an exhibition, an assembly is held as well as a dinner and dance. It is also understood the school usually does an event for the Year 6 – e.g. taking them bowling. 
· Can the school advise what plans are in place to celebrate the Year 6 students? 
· In regard to the Year 6 end of year events, there was a Google Meet on Wednesday 23 September at 7pm to provide information to parents about the end of year events including Graduation and the Year 6 Exhibition. All parents were invited to the Google Meet via Seesaw and email on 14 September. Information was also sent home after the Google Meet.
· Bowling was an activity that preceded the PYP which is a cohesive programme. Typically, end of year events are related to the Unit of Inquiry. This year is an exception with fun days replacing camp because of COVID.
·        Parents raised the challenges in the Year 6 classrooms given there are now fewer teachers and children who were receiving additional assistance are no longer receiving it. Parents also inquired after Ms Tink-Evans’s health – they were informed she was absent from school due to ill health and there has been no communication about whether she is returning to school. 
· Can the school please provide an update on Ms Tink-Evans?
· The letter sent to all year 6 parents on 2 June regarding Ms Tink-Evans informed parents that she was on  personal leave until the end of Term 3, not leave due to ‘ill health’. An updated letter was sent to Year 6 parents before the end of the term advising that Ms T-E would be away for the rest of the year and the class formations would remain as is (which meets the requirements of the EA).
· As you would understand we are unable to discuss HR matters, including those that pertain to Ms Tink-Evans.

· Can the school provide an update on support being given to year 6 students?
· An extra teacher supports Year 6 students, each Wednesday. 
· There is also a total of 10 hours of Learning Support Assistance in year 6 across each week. 

Hazardous materials
·     Parents had a number of questions regarding the discovery of asbestos on school grounds and also the recent discovery of lead paint at a number of Canberra schools. Parents expressed disappointment at the school’s refusal to attend the P&C meeting to discuss matters. The communication from the school – to both the general school community and the families of the children directly involved in the asbestos find – was deemed to be poor. Families reported no contact from the school directly asking after the welfare of their children and disappointment was expressed that the school’s leadership team had not met with the parents and did not send a school representative to the P&C meeting to discuss the issue. 
· Can the school provide an update on their communication plan if asbestos or other hazardous materials are found on the school again? The school will be directed to report in a particular way by the department. 
[bookmark: _Hlk54019549]Can the school advise what meetings and communication is planned as follow up with the three families involved in the asbestos find? 
The Asbestos incident occurred late Thursday afternoon 2 July at Afters.
Chris Pilgrim was not informed about the incident on Friday 3 July, either by the Business Manager or by Afters. (since then, the principal has requested that she be informed by both officers.) Had she known then, she would have taken action, although the business manager and BSO were handling the situation as per required processes. 
On Saturday 4 July the school holidays began, Chris fell ill with a flu and did not know about the asbestos until Wednesday 8 July through a text message from the business manager to sign a letter put out by the directorate. 
As soon as Chris was given a COVID clearance she came to school, still quite sick, to sign the letter and to find out about the asbestos problem.
She returned the next day to meet parents with Andrew Parkinson who was sent to meet with parents on behalf of the directorate. 
Chris stood with Andrew Parkinson as he apologised on behalf of  the directorate for poor handling of the communication. I was  with Andrew as he apologised to one family whose child had dug up the building materials. 
Chris Pilgrim answered all emails sent to her from the parents whether directly involved or concerned. 
 Following that, at the meeting with Stuart Hunter and FOOSHC, the principal suggested that teachers and children from the school work with Afters to review the Loose Parts / Digging program  as we move into the future. It was decided that Renee Berry, Jemma O’Brien and willing children from Year 4 meet with FOOSHC to collaborate. The intention was to give children voice, choice and ownership. Those meetings were of questionable value. 
At a meeting on 13 August Chris suggested meeting with children herself to reassure them. However, there was push-back from two members of the P&C about the principal talking to children.
It is normal procedure that parents who want to speak to the principal about any matter make an appointment through Jackie in the front office; this includes when they have an unresolved issue or when a matter is incomplete. Parents worried about any aspect of the asbestos issue are welcome to do that.
From the school’s view, the important questions that need to be asked are ‘what communication is planned by FOOSHC as follow up to  the asbestos find?’ ‘What changes are going to be made to a high -risk program to make it safer? Aspects of the Loose Parts / Digging programmes such as using real spades and hammers, the possibility of spiders, fire danger, don’t work for the school. The program is not the school’s responsibility but occurs on school grounds. It is the responsibility of FOOSHC. As you can imagine, this is a very difficult position for a school principal to be in.
The school would be very happy to work with FOOSHC to develop a program around inquiry play that is suitable for FOOSHC and the school and re-develop the area as a shared space.
· Following discovery of lead paint at a number of Canberra schools, parents asked the school to provide information on what inspections were being undertaken at Forrest to assess the possibility of lead paint at the school and the communication and remediation plans in place? 
A lead paint assessment has been carried out for Forrest Primary school.
All Business Managers are to meet individually with the network representative from ICW to formulate a remediation plan.
No paint is to be disturbed unless it has been tested.
The report is available in the Asbestos and Hazardous Materials Manual in the front office.
More information will be forthcoming as the lead paint investigation continues.

Principal’s Report
·     It was noted that the school review and the IB evaluation occurring in October both involve executive teachers who jointly teach a Year 4 class. It was noted by parents that this class has seen several relief teachers utilised this year while the classroom teachers are doing executive work and this has been disruptive for the students during the year.
· What plans are in place to ensure consistency of teaching for this class while their teachers are involved in the reviews? 
· Relief teachers on 4KD have rarely been used for Executive purposes. Executive members support each other to cover a myriad of tasks so that those on class are no affected. There are two PYP coordinators, one on class and one off so that the job does not affect the children.
· Winter is always a time when people, including teachers and their families get sick in Canberra. This year that whole scene has been complicated by COVID whereby staff absences have been higher and as a school and organisation we have been vigilant about staff not being on site with symptoms. As you can appreciate this is for the safety of our broader community. 
· Continuity of programs continues because of the strong collaboratively culture that we have. Teams of teachers plan programmes and lessons together so that the planned curriculum supports the taught programme, despite the teacher (including relief teachers) delivering it. The learning in 4KD has not be disrupted or hindered in any way.


Board report
· The P&C notes the comment in the board report – ‘The board is comfortable with where the finances are at the moment and it is outside the scope of the P&C to worry about. Thank you for the $10,000 which was used to mitigate costs of Water and Sewerage after the leaked pipe episode’ and in future the P&C will leave it to the board to cover any additional school budget overspend. (Just to clarify, this comment is from the P&C.)
· [bookmark: _Hlk54262957]The P&C has a follow-up question - Given the school will not receive rent from FOOSHC for an additional 6 months, is the Board still comfortable with the financial situation and management of overspend. 
· The Board is still comfortable with the financial situation and management of the financial situation and overspend. 
· The Board would be happy for the P&C to make a further donation to the school if it is still operating and receiving an income for the business. 

Homework
·        Questions were raised regarding homework and its purpose. Examples were raised where children had completed homework, but no correction of spelling or grammar was provided, and no feedback was provided. Children are taking the time to complete their homework but with no written feedback being given it often seems like a pointless exercise. Concerns were also raised about Year 6 not being given any homework and therefore not setting good habits for high school. 
· Can the school clarify the expectations around homework and ensure teachers are providing written feedback in Google Docs for children who make the effort to complete it.
· As outlined in the email sent to the parent inquiring into Homework on the 5th August,
at the beginning of the year, each team uses the Parent Information Evening to explain how homework operates for their grade level. This structure supports teams to tailor the homework for their learners. Forrest has always had homework as an opt in activity because people have different attitudes to homework, some wanting it and others not, some wanting basic skills homework and some wanting inquiry homework. As such homework cannot be used for any form of assessment or reporting. Generally speaking, the tasks are set for a specific learning intent and the teacher feedback varies according to the purpose.

· On the student’s homework task mentioned in the P&C meeting, the task was focused on research skills and the ability to synthesise information into sub-headings. This was a content driven task and that is why the teacher’s comment related to the content that had been discovered. As educators, teachers select different, relevant aspects of learning about which to provide feedback. In class much of this is done verbally as the teachers move around the room conferencing with students about their learning.”

· Can the school provide feedback on what they are doing to prepare year 6 students for high school and the additional expectations that will be placed on them?
· Year 6 Homework – At the start of Year 6 parents were invited to receive weekly updates on what assignments students had assigned to them via Google Classrooms. This allowed parents to support students to ensure work was submitted.
· An assignment was posted on Google Classroom on 2nd September; students had until the end of term to complete the work. The next homework assignment relates to the upcoming Exhibition.
· Some ways that Year 6 students are prepared for high school:
· Explicit teaching around self-regulation, time management, organisation and respectful behaviour, particularly when engaging with staff across the school. (This includes being in the right place at the right time, with the right equipment)
· Having explicit success criteria and ensuring students are held accountable for their learning (i.e. taking work home to finish if it is not done in class; use of rubrics)
· Explicit teaching of presentation skills both written and oral
· ICT responsibilities and code of conduct 
· Year 6 Exhibition promotes independent and group work habits, time tabling and scheduling, Home Learning and meeting deadlines.
· Year 6 teachers consult with High School teachers re, academic rigour, expectations, workload, special needs and transitions. This includes a detailed handover to each high school Year 7 coordinator. 
· Information sessions from past students and high school teachers, as well as orientation visits to high school.

Market Day
·        A parent relayed a conversation they had had with some Year 5 children regarding market day and the selling of food. The children said they had been informed by the school that they could not sell food but questioned why the school was allowed to sell food (Term 3 celebration ice cream).
· Why is it ok for the school to sell food (end of term celebration) but not children for market day?
· The decision not to sell food and drinks at Market Day was made due to current COVID Restrictions around handling/sharing food, not the selling of food. The end of term celebration is a purchased item from a COVID Safe business to celebrate the children’s first term back at school. Parents have the option to purchase this item, whereas at Market Day, children walk around buying and sharing food handled by multiple children. 
· The purpose of Market Day isn’t around selling food; it is linked to the Australian Curriculum through a PYP Unit of Inquiry. The focus will be on organising and running a business, with students gaining an understanding of money, budgets and financial literacy. Students will be developing advertising campaigns, websites, and price lists and will be maintaining their budgets through receipt keeping. Students will also be conducting meetings and recording minutes, which will be in consultation with the Year Five teachers.  (This is another example of how students are prepared for high school).

Unsafe drop-offs
·        The driveway behind the senior hall continues to be problem in the morning for drop-off. A parent recounted several occasions where they had nearly been hit by another car reversing out of the driveway after dropping off children. 
· Can the school remind parents not to drop children off there in the morning.  
· Yes, this can be included in the newsletter.

Canteen
·        The reintroduction of sandwiches and fruit was welcomed. The later timing of lunch was discussed and while it was appreciated the later timing provides the canteen more time to prepare meals, some children were very hungry by 1pm. Parents asked why children are not allowed to take their lunchboxes outside as many children complain they are hungry because they do not have enough time to eat in the classroom but they are told they cannot take their lunch outside. 
· Can the school provide information on why food cannot be taken outside and consider allowing children to eat outside during lunch and recess as this would allow children to eat at their own pace and ensure they have enough time to eat and so are not hungry.
· The P&C have been asking for a later lunch for several years to ensure lunch orders can be prepared in a timely manner. To address this request we have swapped the time that lunch orders are delivered. Therefore, children can eat recess in the first break. 
As there are 557 children at Forrest, playground litter can be a big problem. To combat this, a few years ago the sustainability committee (which included teachers and children) came up with the plan to eat in classrooms and then only take Nude Food (unpackaged) food out when it is play time. The Junior school children have 15-20 minutes to eat before playtime and the senior students have 10 minutes. Then any Nude food can be taken outside. Since this has occurred, we have seen the amount of rubbish and waste significantly reduced. We have also had a huge reduction in the number of unlabelled lunchboxes and drink bottles left on the playground after breaks as well as food being taken out of lunch boxes by birds.

Recent school satisfaction survey   
·        When will a summary be released to families?
· When we get the summary.

Mathletics
·        Parents raised concerns about the removal of Mathletics. Especially in the event of a return to home-schooling. 
· Given Mathletics has been taken away – what is the replacement programme?  
· The school recommends the following https://sites.google.com/ed.act.edu.au/act-home-learning/resources/digital-resource-library?authuser=0 

Violence ratings
·        Parents have had reports from children about announcements on a Friday regarding violence and the school being given a ‘rating’ each week. 
· Can the school provide information about what the ‘rating’ is in regard to and how this is being used in the school and what is being communicated to the children?
· This positive communication relates to children demonstrating positive or restorative behaviours, attributes of the Learner Profile being used on the playground and in school. It is a ‘one minute-byte’ announcement before the assembly starts. The rating is a coaching question to bring whole school awareness and improvement and highlights how well children are demonstrating positive behaviours and encourages them to continue to use effective strategies to build self-esteem, keep relationships in good nick and build a more peaceful world.  

[bookmark: _Hlk54264591]Refunding excursion payments
·        Parents noted they had made payments for camps and excursions in Term 1 but these had obviously been cancelled due to COVIS. Despite the cancellation, no refunds have been processed. 
· Can the school advise when will parents be refunded? 
· There has been a change of Business Managers and Ann Hayres (back in the BM chair) is in the process of working through the Excursions/Incursions that were cancelled and will send a letter to parents as soon as practicable. 
· The refunds will be processed this term. 
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