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Whilst the word unprecedented is overused, I can not find another word to describe 2021.
Continuing COVID challenges dominated the landscape, just when we thought we were returning to normality, Delta, another lockdown and of course Omicron were sent to challenge us. Thankfully we survived and can press forward in the hope of the worse being behind us.
Firstly, and most importantly I would like to pay tribute to the staff of Forrest Out of School Hours Care, especially Ali, Kylie and Carl, Lachie who has now departed and George, our latest assistant director. Despite the challenges the last 12 months have presented you have all, stoically, demonstrated passion and commitment to your roles which not only I, but the whole committee, P & C, and greater community greatly appreciate and value.
This outstanding teamwork, has resulted in FOOSHC achieving not only an Exceeding Assessment and Review Rating from our governing body ACEQUA but also, amazingly the re-awarding of and Excellent Rating in January this year.
The Excellent rating celebrates excellence in the delivery of education and care. The rating recognises providers and educators using innovative practice to achieve significant improvements for:
· their children and families
· the local community and/or organisations
· the wider education and care sector.
Services rated Exceeding National Quality Standard in all seven quality areas are eligible to apply. The Excellent rating is the highest rating achievable under the National Quality Framework.
I know that the application for the Excellent Rating is a stressful and time-consuming job with the requirement to provide evidence of our continued improvement and supporting documentation. The application for Excellent is optional and as such Ali and the teams commitment to the service and taking it to the next level is going above and beyond, and the success in applying should be a feather in not only our cap but also Forrest Primary School and Department of Education as well as there are only 38 childcare services currently holding the Excellent Rating of which only 1 other is in the ACT and only 1 other in Australia is an out of school hours care organisation. (ref acequa.gov.au/assessment/excellent-rating).
So once again Ali and the team we all take of our hat and applaud you all for the additional effort and time you put into the organisation on a daily basis, Thankyou!
Under ACT procurement procedures the P & C had to retender for the provision of Out of School Hours Care services at the school in 2021 which I am pleased to advise we were the preferred tenderer for the 2022 year. We are currently still, unfortunately, in negotiations with the school and department for the licence agreement which we hope will be finalised, in mutually agreeable terms, in the near future.
Due to COVID restrictions this year, fundraising and other community activities were essentially put on ice, however with a more positive outlook and the gradual easing of restrictions we will hopefully see a return to these events in 2022.
I would also like to take the opportunity to acknowledge the committee for 2021, Tui, Perdi, Zoe, Sky and Jarrod. I want to thank you for your tireless efforts in ensuring the P & C and its business’ run as smoothly as possible and supporting me in my position over the last year.
Finally, after 12 years of direct association with Forrest Primary School and of course the P & C, my time has now come to an end. It has been a thoroughly enjoyable experience and I would like to wish the new committee all the best for the future and look forward to hearing about the amazing things you get up to over the coming years.
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